WITNESSING AND MINISTERING IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
· Every believer has a ministry and mission field

· Every believer has a God ordained unique plan for their life that begins when they come to Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· God has also uniquely placed each believer in the Body of Christ with a specific function and role to play to see the entire Body of Christ being benefited. In 1 Corinthians we read,
“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have all been made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)

“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-22)

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”
(1 Corinthians 12:26)

“Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, variety of tongues.”                  (1 Corinthians 12:27-28)
IT IS AS EVERY MEMBER DOES IT’S SHARE THAT WE SEE THE CHURCH MAKING A GREAT IMPACT IN THIS WORLD

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
· Because the Body of Christ is made up of many uniquely gifted people there are many different types of ministries that flow out of the Body of Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

· The primary role of pastors and others in the five-fold ministry is to build up and edify all believers and to help equip and empower them to be effective in ministering to others.

· THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the EQUIPPING of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God.”  (Ephesians 4:11-13)

· Today I will be sharing on the importance of ministering and witnessing to others in God’s strength and ability. The Apostle Peter wrote,
“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10)
“If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen”        (1 Peter 4:11)
· In particular today I want to focus on the importance of the baptism in the Holy Spirit which helps to empower believers to effectively minister to and witness to others.
· As Christians we must depend on the enabling power of the Holy Spirit in all that we do.
· BEING BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT IS MORE THAN JUST SPEAKING IN TONGUES

· It is coming into the fullness of the gifts and fruit of the Spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

· The word of the LORD to a tired and worn out Zerubbabel, who was on the point of giving up, was

‘... Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ 

Says the LORD of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)

· The Apostle Paul emphasised his dependence on the Holy Spirit when ministering to others. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”  (1 Corinthians 2:3-4)
· Jesus Himself was anointed by the Holy Spirit for His ministry here on earth. In the book of Acts we read,

“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”           (Acts 10:38)
· It is the Holy Spirit who convicts people of their need to come to Christ for forgiveness and to receive the gift of eternal life through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ
· AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO BE CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
· IN A WORLD THAT IS FULL OF MANY EVIL AND DECEIVING SPIRITS, HOW IMPORTANT IT IS AS CHRISTIANS THAT WE ARE CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE RIGHT SPIRIT
· THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDES US INTO ALL TRUTH. 
The Apostle John wrote,

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)

GIVEN THE EVIL AND LAWLESS DAYS THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN, BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS NOT JUST AN OPTION BUT AN IMPERATIVE FOR ALL BELIVERS

THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS GIVE US WISDOM IN RELATION TO WHAT TO SAY WHEN GOD DIRECTS US TO MINISTER TO OTHERS AND TO SHARE OUR FAITH. 
Jesus Himself said,

“But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 13:11)
AS CHRISTIANS IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE ALWAYS FULL OF THE WORD AND FULL OF THE SPIRIT AND THAT WE ALWAYS MINISTER THE WORD OF GOD IN A LIFE GIVING WAY
Jesus Himself said,

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63)
THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS US TO BE MORE EFFECTIVE IN WITNESSING TO THE UNBELIEVERS
I WILL NOW LOOK AT FOUR THINGS IN RELATION TO THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND IN PREPARING OUR HEART TO RECEIVE THE FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
I. I will look at a number of Scriptures that show the two distinct experiences of the Holy Spirit (The New Birth experience and the fuller Baptism in the Holy Spirit experience)

II. I will give a quick description of the 9 gifts of the Spirit which are distributed to each believer individually as the Holy Spirit wills – The Holy Spirit gives to us what we need to minister effectively to others,  

III. Some keys to help you to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit today if you have not yet been already baptized in the Holy Spirit, and

IV. I will conclude with the importance of each of us dealing with any offenses in our life before we pray for the infilling of the Holy Spirit

1) I will now look at some Scriptures showing the two distinct experiences of the Holy Spirit (The New Birth experience and the fuller Baptism in the Holy Spirit experience)
BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT SCRIPTURES

JOHN THE BAPTIST SPOKE ABOUT THE GREATER BAPTIST TO COME – JESUS – WHO WOULD BAPTIZE BELIEVERS WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT - HE SAID,

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)

IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN WE SEE JESUS HIMSELF SHARING ABOUT THE TWO EXPERIENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

IN JOHN 4:14 THE NEW BIRTH EXPERIENCE
“But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14) AND

IN JOHN 7:37-38 THE OVERFLOWING FULLNESS OR BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPERIENCE
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (John 7:37b–38) “But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  (John 7:39)
THERE ARE TWO REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW TESTAMENT SALVATION. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)
ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY JESUS APPEARED TO THE DISCIPLES – THEY NOW BELIEVED IN THEIR HEART THAT GOD HAD RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD

THE DISCIPLES HAD ALREADY CONFESSED JESUS AS LORD. WE SEE THIS IN CHAPTER SIX OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN.
“Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”  But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (John 6:67-69)

THE DISCIPLES NEW TESTAMENT SALVATION EXPERIENCE WAS NOW COMPLETE. AS JESUS COMMISSIONED THE DISCIPLES HE BREATHED UPON THEM AND THEY RECEIVED THE HOLY SPIRIT – THIS WAS THEIR BORN AGAIN EXPERIENCE
“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)

HOWEVER BEFORE ASCENDING TO HEAVEN JESUS TOLD THE DISCIPLES THAT THERE WAS STILL A FULLER EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO COME – THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER. 

Jesus said,

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)
“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “You have heard from Me;” (Acts 1:4)

“For John truly baptised with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

UP TO THIS STAGE THE DISCIPLES HAD STILL BEEN ACTING CARNALLY – SUCH AS DISPUTING AMONG THEMSELVES AS TO WHO SHOULD BE CONSIDERED THE GREATEST

TEN DAYS LATER THE DISCIPLES IN THE UPPER ROOM WERE ALL BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THIS EXPERIENCE TOTALLY CHANGED THEIR LIVES

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)

A SHORT WHILE LATER, PETER WITH THE OTHER DISCIPLES AROUND HIM, PREACHED A MESSAGE WHICH SAW 3000 PEOPLE COMING TO CHRIST 

MOST OF THE FOUNDING APOSTLES WERE MARTYRED FOR THEIR FAITH – AFTER THEIR BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPERIENCE THE DISCIPLES WERE TOTALLY CHANGED
SO TOO, IN MY OWN LIFE, THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPERIENCE TOTALLY TRANSFORMED MY LIFE AND MY WITNESSING TO OTHERS

I will now complete this first major point of this teaching by looking at the three distinct experiences of those in the city of Samaria who responded to the preaching of the gospel by Phillip the evangelist. 
WE CAN SEE THIS IN CHAPTER 8 OF THE BOOK OF ACTS
WHEN CHRIST WAS PREACHED IN SAMARIA

i) Multitudes in that city were born again, 

(This was the new birth experience of the Holy Spirit for the multitudes who came to Christ)
“Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.”  (Acts 8:5-6)

ii) They were then Water Baptized, and 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.”  (Acts 8:12)

iii) Finally Baptized in the Holy Spirit 
(Received the Holy Spirit)
“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them.  They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17)

2) I will now quickly describe the 9 gifts of the Spirit which are distributed to each believer individually as the Holy Spirit wills – The gifts of the Spirit are a manifestation of the fullness of the Holy Spirit - The Holy Spirit gives to us what we need to minister effectively to others,  
THE NINE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 
1) The word of wisdom – is a spiritual utterance at a given moment through the Spirit that supernaturally discloses the mind, purpose and will of God as applied to a specific situation.
2) The word of knowledge – is a supernatural revelation of information that relates to a person or an event, given for a specific purpose, usually having to do with an immediate need. For example, when I was open air preaching in Parramatta one day, I said as I preached that “some people may even be thinking how could God really love me, but He does passionately.” Immediately a man five metres from me came to me and said, “What you said was exactly what I was thinking.” He immediately gave his life to Jesus Christ. 
3) The gift of faith – is a unique form of faith that goes beyond natural faith and saving faith. It supernaturally trusts and does not doubt with reference to the specific matters involved.
4) Gifts of healings – are those healings that God performs supernaturally by the Spirit. The plural suggests that as there are many sicknesses and diseases, the gift is related to healings of many disorders.
5) The working of miracles – is a manifestation of power beyond the ordinary course of natural law.  It is a divine enablement to do something that could not be done naturally.
6) Prophecy – is a divine disclosure on behalf of the Spirit, an edifying revelation of the Spirit for the moment, a sudden insight of the Spirit, prompting exhortation or comfort. Most often relating to the future.
7) Discerning of spirits – is the ability to discern the spirit world, and especially to detect the true source of circumstances or motives of people.
8) ​Different kinds of tongues – is the gift of speaking supernaturally in a language not known to the individual. The plural allows different forms, possibly harmonizing the known spoken languages of Acts 2:4-6 and the unknown utterances in Corinthians, designed particularly for praying and singing in the Spirit, mostly for private worship.
9) The interpretation of tongues – is the gift of making the unknown (transrational) message of the Spirit meaningful to others when exercised in public. It is not the translation of a foreign language.
3) SOME KEYS TO HELP YOU RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
IN MANY WAYS TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IS VERY SIMPLE. HOWEVER SOME PEOPLE COMPLICATE THINGS BY TRYING TO WORK THINGS OUT IN THEIR MIND
As a believer we must simply ask our heavenly Father for the special gift of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus Himself said,
“If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” (Luke 11:13)

Like the gift of salvation it is to be received – By Grace – Through Faith – Not of Works

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

A believer must simply receive the gift of the Holy Spirit by FAITH

“…that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  (Galatians 3:14)

HOWEVER FAITH IS NEVER A SUBSTITUTE FOR OBEDIENCE. TRUE FAITH IS ALWAYS MANIFESTED IN OBEDIENCE.

The apostle Peter focused on the obedience aspect of genuine faith in his defence to the Jewish council.  
“And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”  (Acts 5:32)
I WILL NOW QUICKLY SHARE 6 KEYS TO HELP CHRISTIANS TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1) & 2)  Repentance and being Baptized

The first two steps are stated by the Apostle Peter.  These are genuine repentance and being water baptized upon becoming a believer.  

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)
3)  Being Hungry and thirsty for the fullness of the Spirit

Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  (John 7:37-38)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” (Matthew 5:6)

4)   Asking our Heavenly Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus said, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!  (Luke 11:13)

5)  We must receive the Holy Spirit (DRINK)
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”  (John 7:37)

“Drinking” represents an active process of receiving.  The infilling of the Holy Spirit cannot be received by a negative or passive attitude, just as no one can drink with a closed mouth.

The Lord says, “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” (Psalm 81:10)  God cannot fill a closed mouth.  We must open our mouth to receive the fullness of the Spirit



6) We must “yield” ourselves to God

The apostle Paul speaks to Christians of a twofold surrender to God:

“But present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” (Romans 6:13)
· The first surrender is the “surrender of the will and the personality” YOURSELVES

· The second surrender involves the surrender of our PHYSICAL MEMBERS

In surrendering our physical members, we can no longer seek to understand intellectually what God asks of us.  We must simply hand over unreserved control of our physical members and allow God to use them according to His own will and purpose without demanding to understand what God is doing or why He is doing it.

The particular member He takes full control of is that unruly member which no man can tame – the tongue.  Thus the yielding of our tongue to the Spirit represents the ultimate surrender of one’s members and by this we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The above six Scriptural steps of obedience and faith are not always fulfilled when some believers receive the Holy Spirit, but they are important steps to be taught to those believers desiring to be Baptized in the Holy Spirit.

4) I will now conclude with what the Lord put on my heart about the importance of each of us dealing with any offenses in our life before we pray for the infilling of the Holy Spirit. UNFORGIVENESS WILL ALWAYS BE A BARRIER TO SEEING THE POWER OF GOD FLOWING FULLY THROUGH OUR LIVES
Jesus was always motivated by His great love and compassion for others in all that He did. Even on the cross He said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” In the gospel of Matthew we read,

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.”

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:35-36)

Jesus warned that many would be offended prior to His return. Jesus said,

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

Jesus also said we must simply just choose to forgive those who offend us. Jesus said,

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)

FATHER GOD TODAY I REPENT OF ALL OF MY SINS AND I RENOUNCE ALL OF THE HIDDEN THINGS OF DARKNESS IN MY LIFE AND I CHOOSE TO FORGIVE ALL THOSE WHO HAVE HURT ME IN THE PAST.
I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST DIED ON THE CROSS AND SHED HIS SINLESS BLOOD TO PAY THE PENALTY FOR MY SINS AND THAT HE AROSE FROM THE DEAD THREE DAYS LATER.

TODAY I OPEN UP MY HEART AND INVITE YOU JESUS TO COME INTO MY HEART AND LIFE TO BE MY LORD AND SAVIOUR AND BEST FRIEND FROM THIS DAY ON.
BAPTISE ME WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. FATHER FILL ME WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT FROM THE TOP OF MY HEAD TO THE SOLES OF MY FEET I PRAY IN THE NAME OF JESUS, AMEN
